
Japan’s submission on possible themes of the five interactive dialogues of the UN 2023 
Water Conference 
 
 
⚫ The objective of the “International Decade of Action on Water” is not only to implement 

and promote plans and projects for integrated water resources management, but also 
to help achieve internationally agreed water-related goals and targets.  
Moreover, the effects of climate change are already becoming apparent and recent 

years have witnessed unprecedented floods and droughts.   
  

⚫ The poor, who are already vulnerable, will be the most affected by droughts and floods 
caused by climate change. Therefore, in order to realize a sustainable world where 
"no one is left behind," it is important to promote climate change adaptation efforts 
globally.  
  

⚫ In light of the above, we propose that the theme of the interactive dialogue should 
explicitly include climate change adaptation, including water-related disaster risk 
reduction, as one of the themes.  
  

⚫ In this connection, the 4th Asia-Pacific Water Summit (APWS4), which is one of the 
regional processes for the mid-term review of the International Decade of Action on 
Water, is scheduled to be held in Kumamoto, Japan in April of this year. The outcomes 
of APWS4 will cover a wide range of water issues, including climate change and 
waterrelated disasters, and will contribute to the mid-term assessment process.  


