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Preparatory process for the UN Water Conference 2023 

 
EU and EUMS proposal on themes for the interactive dialogues 

 
 
Thematic horizontal EU priorities in the water domain are based on the EU legal and policy 

framework, the European Green Deal, its relevant strategies and action plans,1 as well as the Council 

conclusions on Water Diplomacy and Water in the EU’s External Action and the key messages and 

recommendations of the 2021 Bonn Water Dialogues as well as the SDG6 Global Acceleration 

Framework - strengthening water governance, human rights related to water and sanitation as 

well as other related human rights, enhancing action across the Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystem 

(WEFE) Nexus and linkages with the climate agenda, as well as a more effective  implementation 

of water policies at all levels. 

 

General comment to UN DESA on the design of interactive dialogues 

The EU and its Member States strongly support the organisation of the UN Water Conference 2023 

and the work on preparation of the interactive dialogues. The Conference will be an opportunity to 

raise the global attention to an urgent need for action on water issues to meet the Agenda 2030 for 

the benefit of current and future generations.  

 

The cross-cutting nature of water-related challenges and solutions constitutes the importance of water 

for sustainable development. Accelerating progress on SDG 6 implementation also means fostering 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, as a whole, while there is a urgent need for cross sectoral 

approaches to implement SDG 6 like the first UN Water Synthesis Report on SDG 6 already stipulated 

it in 2018. The links of SDG 6 with other SDGs, as well as the Water-X nexus approaches, should, 

therefore, be one underlying narrative of all dialogues. This serves the objective of engaging policy 

makers and stakeholders from other sectors in the dialogues, building consensus and partnership and 

of mobilizing action towards the achievement of SDG 6 and a better integration of the links between 

water and other SDGs in policy-making. Appropriate guidance could be given (e.g. in the concept 

notes / background notes to be prepared for each interactive dialogue) on how a respective dialogue 

links water to other SDGs and other sectors. During the dialogues, the linkages of SDG 6 with the 

other water-related SDGs should be adequately analysed, discussed and highlighted in the context of 

the dialogue’s theme.  

 
1 E.g. EU Biodiversity Strategy, Circular Economy Action Plan etc. (further elaborated under the detailed priorities).   
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The dialogues should benefit from addressing dimensions of the Global SDG 6 Accelerator 

Framework, that constitutes the underlying tool of the UN system to deliver on SDG6, as cross-

cutting issues for each dialogues, in particular as related to: capacity development, data and 

information and innovation. The importance of Governance and Financing aspects deserves a special 

attention in two dedicated separate dialogues, as elaborated below. 

 

Finally, the dialogues should be action-oriented and deliver forward-looking concrete outcomes.  

 

Theme proposals for the interactive dialogues 

1) “Strengthening Water Governance at all levels”  

[Importance of strengthened inclusive, multi stakeholder and integrated water governance at 

all levels for the coherent implementation of the water-related SDGs and of the Agenda 2030 as 

a whole] 

Possible interlinkages between SDG 6 and SDG 14 (life below water), SDG 15 (life on land), SDG 16 

(Peace and Justice) as well as SDG 17 (Global partnerships) 

This theme could address the following thematic aspects: 

o Supporting transboundary water cooperation as a tool for progress to sustainable 

development, including water security, peace and stability and support for relevant 

global/regional operational arrangements, such as the Water Conventions (Helsinki, 1992; 

New York,19972); 

o Encouraging integrated water resources management (IWRM)3, especially through 

promoting inclusive, participatory, multi stakeholder and cross-sectoral mechanism of 

concertation and decision-making at all levels. This will in turn require support for relevant 

global/regional/national/local institutional frameworks;  

o The need to strengthen dialogue on water within the UN at its core and ensure effective 

coordination and coherence of the UN’s work on water, in particular by strengthening the 

coordination role of UN-Water and the enhancement of a UN system-wide approach to 

water. 

 

 
2 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Helsinki, 1992); Convention 

on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International Watercourses (New York, 1997)  
3 The core process that promotes the coordinated development and sustainable and multi-stakeholder management of water, 

land and related resources in order to maximise economic and social welfare in an equitable manner without compromising 
the sustainability of vital ecosystems.  
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2) “Water and sanitation – A human right and enabler for peaceful, healthy, inclusive and 

resilient societies”  

[Promotion, protection and fulfilment of all human rights, including the right to safe drinking 

water and sanitation - protect human health and realizing the humanitarian-development-

peace (HDP) nexus, through ensuring availability and sustainable management of water 

resources and related ecosystem , and the progressive realization of access to safe and 

affordable drinking‐water, sanitation and hygiene for all.] 

Possible interlinkages between SDG 6 and SDG 1 (ending poverty), SDG 3 (Good health and 

wellbeing), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure), SDG 10 

(Reduced inequalities), SDG 11 (Sustainable cities and communities), SDG 13 (climate action) 

and SDG 14 (life below water) 

This theme could address the following thematic aspects: 

o Implementing a human rights-based approach in water management and governance and, 

thereby, emphasise that a lack of access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) has severe 

effects on the health, dignity, gender equality, culture and prosperity of billions of people, while 

compromising the realization of other human rights. Advocating a human rights-based approach 

will further ensure inclusiveness and participation for all - leaving no-one behind. 

o Ensuring effective and sustainably managed water and sanitation services through adequate 

institutional framework, regulation, capacity building, and climate resilient infrastructures. 

Ensuring water is metered and sustainably and affordably priced, taking into account the needs 

of vulnerable populations, reflecting inter alia the resource and environmental cost of safe water, 

and stressing the need for improving accountability mechanisms and transparency of water 

providers and for regulating private sectors’ involvement in ensuring the above mentioned rights 

and adequate access to related services for all. 

o Safe water, sanitation, hygiene as well as available water resources and healthy ecosystems are 

inseparably linked to human health. Providing continuous access to safe and sustainable drinking 

water, adequate sanitation, appropriate hygiene disposal like handwashing with soap while 

preserving and sustainably managing water resources and related ecosystems, is essential to 

protect human health. It is also a key for successful epidemics preparedness and response, 

as revealed again by COVID-19.  

o Promoting of the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use 

of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes and its tools in order to link sustainable 

water management with the prevention, control and reduction of water-related diseases.  

o Promoting the complementarity between humanitarian, development and peace actions to 

support the safety and security of water resources, water personnel and water infrastructure 
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through advocating for compliance with international humanitarian law (IHL), international 

human rights law (IHRL), international labour rights and implementing the continuum 

humanitarian – development approach. 

 

3) Water, climate change and energy  

[Water as a key element for climate change mitigation and adaptation and of energy policies 

and greenhouse gas mitigation.]  

Possible interlinkages between SDG 6 and SDG 2 (zero hunger), SDG 7 (Affordable and clean 

energy), SDG 13 (Climate action), SDG 12 (responsible consumption and production), SDG 14 

(life below water), SDG 15 (life on land) 

 

This theme could address the following thematic aspects: 

o Sustainable water management is a tool to deal with climate change threats (adaptation), and 

restoring and safeguarding water resources and related ecosystems as well as contributing to the 

reduction of emission of greenhouse gases by absorbing and sequestering carbon in the soil 

(climate mitigation). Energy supply depends on water and water supply depends on energy. The 

interdependency of water and energy is to intensify in the coming years, with significant 

implications for both energy and water security. Each resource faces rising demands and 

constraints in many regions because of economic and population growth and climate change. 

Therefore, improving the energy efficient use of water (including energy waste through water 

loss), based on the Circular Economy Action Plan and as a contribution to climate action is one 

of the priorities. One the other hand, generation of electricity by hydropower is already having a 

substantial negative impact on the ecological functioning of many river ecosystems. These 

problems require a program of mitigating measures, including development of new technologies 

for hydro power, and the implementation of an integrated approach of mitigation and adaptation 

solution in order to reduce the trade-offs between water-based climate change mitigation and 

adaptation.  

o Mitigating the increasing water-related disasters risks, including flood and drought, in 

relation to among others water use by sectors (including the increasing problem of illegal ground 

water wells) and land use (soil health, carbon content, erosion, ground water table, natural 

vegetation). The potential increase in water demand and the decrease in water availability due to 

climate change impacts and lack of sustainable management will lead to an increase of water 
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scarcity. Also the interference of several impacts on risks4 need to be considered to strengthen 

disaster risk management in line with the Sendai Framework.  

o Reducing significantly water pollution, including in implementing adapted wastewater treatment 

solutions and preventing the contamination of soil and water resources through effective 

monitoring and assessment of water quality, filling data and information gaps (i.e. keeping 

emerging pollutants, including pesticides, and sources under review) and the promotion of best 

available technologies. 

4) Ensuring food security in harmony with nature while delivering on Paris Agreement 

[Water and the links with biodiversity, food security and climate change] 

Possible interlinkages between SDG 6 and SDG 2 (zero hunger), SDG 10 (reduced inequalities), SDG 

12 (responsible consumption and production), SDG 13 (climate action), SDG 14 (life below water), 

SDG 15 (life on land)  

This theme could address the following thematic aspects: 

o Healthy aquatic ecosystems play a key role in poverty reduction, sustainable economic sectors 

and in preventing or mitigating the increasing risk of water‐related disasters5, such as extreme 

floods and droughts, as well as in preventing water scarcity, in line with both the EU Water 

Framework Directive, the Flood Directive as well as the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate 

Change and the EU Biodiversity Strategy. Protecting, restoring and sustainably managing 

aquatic ecosystems through Nature-based Solutions (NbS) is key, as it contributes to build 

greater resilience, improve all sector’s adaptation and mitigation and ensure food security.  

o Preventing pollution at source based on the Zero Pollution Action Plan, Source to Sea approaches 

and the Farm to Fork Strategy, including applying the polluter pays principle. 

o Improving use efficiency and promoting the sustainable use of non-conventional water sources, 

especially through developing standards and technologies for improving water reuse and the 

augmentation of the existing supplies (such as groundwater enhancement by managing aquifer 

recharge), while assessing and reducing environmental impact of alternative such as 

desalinisation.  

o Improve efficiency and reduce water use in agriculture by choosing crops suitable for the 

hydrological circumstances, applying water efficient irrigation technology and water pricing that 

 
4 For example: areas which has been hit by wildfires, are much more prone to mudstreams if intensive rainfall occurs 

afterwards. Or extreme drought might weaken the strength of levees, so the risk of floods after an extreme drought might 
increase. 

5 This would include: developing and using all necessary water risk mapping tools, early warning systems, the required 
expertise and disaster risk reduction and management built on conflict sensitive, gender-responsive and human rights-based 
approaches. 
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reflects environmental and resource costs, taking into account social and economic 

considerations. 

o Implementation of socio-environmental impact assessment tools for investments in new 

reservoirs and increase of the area of irrigation as they might lead to even more susceptibility 

of extreme droughts, both in the specific area itself and even more at the large scale of the river 

(sub)basin. Also, the link between increasing water use and the negative impact of the ecological 

water quality and biodiversity at large needs to be carefully considered. 

o Developing links with the Rio Conventions, UNEP and the work of UN Habitat. 

 

5) “From policy to concrete and effective action” 

[Enhancing tools for effective implementation of water policies and strategies at all levels] 

Possible interlinkages between SDG 6 and SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions) and SDG 

17 (partnership for the goals)  

This theme could address the following thematic aspects: 

o Better integrating water issues in other sectors, in particular agriculture, energy, mining, 

manufacturing,  fisheries, forestry, urban planning and infrastructure, in order to promote and 

implement integrated planning approaches across-sectors and a systematic “do-no-harm 

approach” on water resources.  

o Support implementation of water policies, implementation/development of regional programmes 

for enhancing water governance, sustainable water infrastructure and capacity building-

investment in human capital. 

o Closing the water financing gap, as an enabler, by mobilising innovative and inclusive finances 

from public and private, as well as international and domestic sources and addressing harmful 

subsidies and the need to price water correctly, for the repair and maintenance of the 

infrastructure and also accounting for environmental externalities. Current levels of financing in 

the water domain remain substantially inadequate to reach the water-related goals of the Agenda 

2030 as a whole and SDG 6 in particular. Closing this financing gap through the mobilisation of 

innovative and inclusive finance from public and private, as well as international and domestic 

sources, remains a major challenge and therefore, the need to join different sources of financing, 

including climate finance and financing for greening economy (e.g. EU Recovery and Resilience 

Facility and the Green Deal). 
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Cross cutting elements that should be addressed throughout all dialogues  

o Progress in achieving the water-related targets in Agenda 2030 requires all hands on deck and 

therefore, it is crucial that the interactive dialogues are multi-stakeholder in nature. Civil society 

and the private sector are critical to catalyse political momentum on water challenges and 

solutions. Multi-stakeholder and multi-disciplinary governance approaches need to go beyond 

involving different levels of government by creating enabling environments for civil society, 

academia, local communities, women and girls, and youth, and the private sector.  

o The gender dimension of water-policies and the importance of an equal representation and full 

participation of all women and girls in planning and decision-making.  

o The respect and achievement of all human rights, especially the human right to access safe water 

and sanitation.  

o The role of research, innovation and technology, including the importance of improving the 

availability of  data on water quality and quantity and facilitating the scaling up of innovative 

business models while ensuring that new technologies (e.g. water transfer/desalination) do not 

cause harm to the environment.  

o The importance of capacity building,  

o The regional dimension in the implementation of SDG 6,  

o The importance of effective monitoring and follow-up.  

 


