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According to the aim of the "Our Ocean, Our Future" declaration, the conservation and
sustainable use of the oceans, seas, and marine resources (Point 2). It is a priority, as described
in the declaration, to recognize the importance of our seas, from food security to the proliferation
of biodiversity and even the creation of jobs for families. In this regard, climate change (Point 4)
is seen as a major threat due to its impact on marine life, changes in the temperature of our oceans,
coastal erosion, and much more. Additionally, the adverse effects produced by the COVID-19
pandemic (Point 7) expose an increase in the amount of plastic and pollution in the oceans,

beyond the benefits highlighted by the media after the absence of human beings.

Thus, the importance and duty of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Sciences for Sustainable
Development (2021-2030) is undeniable. In this way, we coincide on key working points such
as: the strengthening of science for marine research, the restoration of biomes, the promotion of
biodegradable plastics, etc. Therefore, in addition to the challenges outlined in point 5, we must
add those of SDG 17, which are: lack of material resources (oceanographic vessels) and personnel
to attend to marine and coastal protected areas; lack of institutional coordination and outdated
information; invasive species in coastal and oceanic habitats. On the other hand, the cooperation
outlined in point 12 should be aimed at increasing civil awareness, international indicators, and
easily accessible reports of good practices. It is also fundamental for organizations and civil
society to take part in all the processes and to be recognized for their work as change makers in

the world.

Furthermore, it is important that the declaration emphasizes 1) the importance of creating
an ocean culture in the educational systems, focused not only on teaching but also on promoting
social and youth commitment and awareness of the ocean and: ecology, trade, climate change,

human health, and the development of a sustainable future. 2) Integrate Blue BioTrade
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principles into ocean governance to reduce the negative impacts of economic activity 3) Invest

in scientific research consortia to study and reverse conditions of environmental degradation
at the regional level. 4) Promote campaigns, courses, tools, and consultancies to encourage
the participation of local communities, universities, local governments and businesses to support

the coordination of ocean habitat and ecosystem restoration projects.

Finally, with respect to the specific points (12.f) gender perspective, this could be promoted
through youth led by women or through local observatories that involve women and science.
Moreover, it is important to empower young people to have active roles in decision making
processes, the implementation and cooperation relating to all SDGs, especially SDG14. To

recognize them as changemakers in their own communities.
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