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Entrepreneurial Ecosystem

SCIENCE INNOVATION FINANCE SMEs Scaling Up

Designing 
products and 
selling them

Fundamental 
Discoveries

Seed Capital,
Venture Capital,
SMEs Growth

SMEs Expanding 
to Regional and 
Global Markets



Policies for Innovation and Entrepreneurship:
Entrepreneurship and SMEs in Japan



SMEs and 
Entrepreneurship 
Policies Integrated

https://www.smrj.go.jp/english/about/

• SMEs have at least 300 
employees and more than $3 
million US dollars of annual 
capital

• There are more than 30,000 
SMEs in Japan older than 200 
years old

https://www.smrj.go.jp/english/about/


Entrepreneurship in Japan



Policies for Innovation and Entrepreneurship:
Entrepreneurship Programme in Kenya



Entrepreneurship Initiatives in Kenya

Policy Level: 
Loan Operation with the World Bank, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs development

Entrepreneurship:
Silicon Savanah
Financial services, manufacturing, retail, 
healthcare, agriculture, mining, Internet of things 
(IoT), AI, cloud solutions, Mobile enabled video-
gaming services, Drones, 3D Printing

Specific Challenges:
UN-led, Investors-led, Organizations



Entrepreneurship in Kenya: Example UN-Habitat
URB-EX Urban Challenges

• Selecting Challenges
• Finding Solutions
• Linking Solutions with Finance



Boosting Entrepreneurship
If you are a Policymaker
 Map out your Innovation ecosystem, identify the gaps
 Find your partners in the public sector
 Consider development finance for SMEs and 

entrepreneurship
 Consider support in your country, embassies, UN 

Agencies, Development Banks

If you are an entrepreneur
• Map out the innovation ecosystems
• Identify universities and financing resources
• Look for support in your country, embassies, UN 

Agencies, Development Banks
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