
PARTNERSHIPS TO 

IMPLEMENT THE 2030 

AGENDA AND NDS1 
Workshop on the rollout of the Zimbabwe National Development 

Strategy 1 (NDS1) – Integrating the 2030 Agenda

November 2021

Victoria Falls



UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



• More urgent and comprehensive approach is needed to 
achieve the ambition of the transformational agenda. 

• No one actor has all the resources to achieve the 2030 
Agenda.

• Agenda 2030 identifies all societal actors as key development 
actors. Cooperation and collaboration needed among civil 
society, business, government, NGOs, foundations, etc.

• Renewed emphasis on multi-stakeholder, multi-sector 
transformative partnerships at scale.

• Shift from transactional to strategic relationships.

• Shift from narrow focus on single issue goals to collaboration 
across silos and involving multiple stakeholders.

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

PARTNERHIPS FOR AGENDA 2030
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PARTNERHIPS FOR AGENDA 2030
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DEFINITION OF PARTNERSHIP

UN General Assembly 56/76 “Towards global 
partnerships”

“A partnership is a voluntary and 
collaborative relationship between various 
parties, both public and non-public, in 
which all participants agree to work 
together to achieve a common purpose or 
undertake a specific task and, as mutually 
agreed, to share risks and responsibilities, 
resources and benefits.



What resources do 
partners bring?



Civil society

• Social capital with 
people and intimate 
knowledge of 
communities

• Technical expertise

• International 
resources, 
knowledge, 
expertise

•Funding

•Connections

•Technical 
assistance

Donors



Business / Private Sector

• Brand and marketing power

• Direct access and influence over 
customers

• Technological innovation

• Efficiency and management approaches

• Financial and in-kind contributions

• Data



Foundations

• Funding – more flexible

• Innovation

• Capacity building 

• Technical assistance

• Brand and influence



Government

• Democratic legitimacy

• Convening power

• Public budget, public spending

• Public services delivery

• Physical infrastructure

• Policy, taxation and regulatory 
frameworks

• Data



United Nations

• Legitimacy and independence

• Connections and influence within national 
governments and internationally

• Extensive knowledge and global solutions

• Convening power





• Partnership framework between UN 
and Government that articulates 
UN’s collective response to help 
countries address national priorities 
and gaps to achieving the SDGs 

• Drives transformative change 
through embodying the spirit of 
partnerships

• Encapsulates tangible actions to 
leave no one behind and reach the 
furthest behind first

• Vehicle to support economic 
transformation and peaceful 
societies

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

ZIMBABWE UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION FRAMEWORK 2022 - 2026

GA resolution 72/279 

elevates the 

Cooperation Framework 

as “the most important 

instrument for planning 

and implementation of 

the UN development 

activities at country 

level in support of the 

implementation of the 

2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable 

Development”



The Cooperation Framework Process
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THEORY OF CHANGE



ZUNSDCF STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

1.
People-
centred, 
equitable, 
human 
development 
and well-being

2.
Environmental 
protection, 
climate 
resilience and 
natural 
resource 
management

3.
Economic 
transformatio
n, equitable 
and inclusive 
growth 

4.
Transformativ
e,
accountable, 
equitable and 
inclusive 
governance

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 
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UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 
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Economic 

transformation, 

equitable, 

resilient and 

inclusive growth

Transformative, 

accountable, 

equitable and 

inclusive 

governance
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UNSDCF STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

4 strategic 

priorities to advance the 5 Ps 

of sustainable 

development



UNSDCF OUTCOMES

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

By 2026, all people in Zimbabwe, especially women 

and girls and those in the most vulnerable and 

marginalised communities, benefit from equitable 

and quality social services and protection.

PEOPLE

By 2026, all people in Zimbabwe, especially the most 

vulnerable and marginalized, benefit from greater 

environmental stability and robust food systems in 

support of healthy lives and equitable, sustainable and 

resilient livelihoods.

PLANET

By 2026, all people in Zimbabwe, especially the most 

vulnerable and marginalised, benefit from more 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth with 

decent employment opportunities.

PROSPERITY

By 2026, all people in Zimbabwe, especially the most 
vulnerable and marginalized, benefit from more 
accountable institutions and systems for rule of law, 
human rights and access to justice.

PEACE



PARTNERSHIPS ARE AT THE HEART OF THE FRAMEWORK

UNITED NATIONS Zimbabwe 

Partnerships

Technical 
expertise

Innovation

Joint 
advocacy 

on 
normative 

agendaJoint 
policy 

analysis

Specialis
ed 

expertise

Financial 
resources



SPOTLIGHT ON UN 
PARTNERSHIPS



• 1 Donor

• 6 UN Agencies

• 13 Govt entities

• 23 Districts in 5
provinces

• 6 Civil society 

umbrella groups

• 6 Independent 

Commissions

• Private Sector, 
Academic Institutions and 
the Media



Advancing the Rights of Women 
and Girls with Disabilities Project

Partnership among 5 UN 
Agencies; Government; OPDs; 
Media; CSOs

Critical involvement of PWDs in 
planning, designing, 
implementation, reporting, 
evaluation



We partner across societal sectors 

because by aligning and combining 

resources we are able to deliver 

more – more efficiently, more 

sustainably, more holistically, more 

transformationally.



THANK YOU!
Mickel le Hughes

UNRCO, Partnerships and 
Development Finance 

Special ist  

@UNZimbabwe 

facebook.com/zimbabwe
.un.org

zimbabwe.un.org


