
                                                                                                                                            

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Local and Regional Governments Forum on the 2030 Agenda 
 

“Fostering a recovery that is resilient and led by the communities” 
 

Special High-Level Event on the occasion of the 2021 United Nations High-
Level Political Forum (HLPF) 

12 and 13 July 2021, 8:00 – 10:30AM (EDT) 
 

REGISTRATION DAY 1 
REGISTRATION DAY 2 

 
Concept Note 

 
Background 

● Local and regional governments have been at the forefront of the achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
also through the provision of local public services and management of the territory. Within 
the context of the crises stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, local public service 
provision has proved to be vital to ensuring that people and the planet are duly protected.  

● To ensure a recovery that is inclusive, sustainable and resilient, the maintenance of these 
services and access to adequate funding will be key. Moreover, ensuring the achievement 
of the New Urban Agenda and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, as 
accelerators for transformation at the local level will be essential to ensure that no one 
and no place is left behind. 

● The fourth High-Level Local and Regional Governments Forum (LRGF) will illustrate the 
importance of localizing action towards the achievement of the SDGs in review in 2021 
and how partnerships amongst spheres of government and stakeholders are crucial in this 
regard.  

● This Special Event will highlight the actions taken and the solutions needed by the local 
and regional governments constituency for an inclusive, sustainable and resilient recovery 
from COVID-19, by: emphasizing the link between local public service provision and health 
coverage illustrating the role local and regional governments play in guaranteeing social 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y9YJb6lLQq2C8ZRq92afuQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jamsr32vRXG4uSZ5i57AxA


                                                                                                                                            

 

inclusion and prosperity, reskilling workers and preparing for the transformation of work 
and evolving models of production and consumption, rethinking the human-nature  
relationship, and achieving strong institutions based on solidarity and cooperation across 
borders and continents. 

● The fourth Local and Regional Governments Forum will bring together local, regional, and 
national governments to discuss how decentralized cooperation among local and regional 
governments and their association and networks, national authorities and the international 
community can contribute to the achievement of the global goals. 

● The fourth Local and Regional Governments Forum will address the main theme of 2021 
by bringing concrete recommendations to support a sustainable and resilient recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement 
of the 2030 Agenda. It will also be an opportunity for local and regional governments and 
other stakeholders to announce SDG Acceleration Actions in support of the Decade of 
Action. 

● Each session will also draw on the findings from the Voluntary Local and Subnational 
Reviews conducted by cities and regions and their associations, and provide a space for 
these actors to present how they have addressed the topics through their VLR and VSR 
processes. 

 
Objectives: 
The objective of the fourth edition of the Local and Regional Governments Forum is to foster 
multilevel governance and partnership among different spheres of government, the international 
community and other stakeholders within the Decade of Action for the achievement of the 2030 
Agenda, and to foster an inclusive, resilient and locally driven recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
 
Thematic Focus: 
In light of the SDGs in review in 2021, the forum will focus on the following four axes: 
 

1. Local public service provision: key to universal health coverage and well being 
SDGs in focus: SDG 3 on good health and well-being; all other SDGs crosscutting 
 
Issues to be discussed: 

⮚ Link between public service provision, health coverage, and protecting the commons 

⮚ Healthcare in cities and regions beyond the health response 

⮚ Social safety nets and equitable access to public services and healthy public spaces 

⮚ Performance of health systems during the pandemic, with a focus on action integration 
between different levels of government 

 
2. Guaranteeing social inclusion and prosperity from the ground up 

SDGs in focus: SDG 1 on no poverty, SDG 2 on zero hunger, SDG 10 on reduced 
inequalities; all other SDGs crosscutting 
 
Issues to be discussed: 

⮚ Sustainable and locally driven food systems 

⮚ Full inclusion and involvement of all migrants and refugees in public life 

⮚ Gender equality and empowerment 



                                                                                                                                            

 

⮚ Culture and education 

⮚ Participatory and inclusive policy-making 

⮚ The disproportionate and unequal effect of climate change on vulnerable communities 
 

3. The transformation of work and evolving production and consumption models 
SDGs in focus: SDG 8 on decent work and economic growth, SDG 12 on responsible 
consumption and production, SDG 13 on climate action; all other SDGs crosscutting 
 
Issues to be discussed: 

⮚ The future of work and equitable access to opportunities for all 

⮚ Reskilling of workers, commerce, and digitalization 

⮚ Fostering proximity models of production and consumption and climate action 

⮚ Building resilience, nature conservation, and green job opportunities 

⮚ Tools for economic recovery and growth, the role of small and medium enterprises 
and circularity 

 
4. Multilevel governance, and strong, inclusive institutions based on solidarity 

SDGs in focus: SDG 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions, SDG 17 on 
partnerships; all other SDGs crosscutting 
 
Issues to be discussed: 

⮚ Localization, territorial approach to development, decentralized cooperation, and 

capacity building 

⮚ Partnerships for the SDGs between different levels of governance. The role of 

subnational urban policies 

⮚ Financing the 2030 agenda at the local level through renewed multilevel and multi-

stakeholders’ partnerships 

⮚ Local participatory democracy, human rights, awareness-raising, and peacebuilding 

⮚ Open government and transparency 

 
Format and Outcomes 
The event will be organized fully online. Access to the online event will be provided only to pre-
registered participants. In addition to the live meeting, a recording will also be provided through 
the UN Web TV [TBC]. An engagement with the public via social media will be promoted during 
the event focusing on highlighting strengthened commitments from local and regional 
governments across the world towards the achievement of the SDGs. Simultaneous interpretation 
will be provided in English, French and Spanish.  
 
A summary of the event will be prepared and broadly shared by the organizers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                            

 

 
Fourth Local and Regional Governments Forum on the 2030 Agenda 

 
“Fostering a recovery that is resilient and led by the communities” 

 
Special High-Level Event on the occasion of the 2021 United Nations High-

Level Political Forum (HLPF) 
12 and 13 July 2021, 8:00 – 10:30AM (EDT) 

 
Program 

 
DAY 1 

 
 OPENING CEREMONY – 8.00-8:30   

o Munir Akram, President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) 

o Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) (video message) 

o Jan Van Zanen, Mayor of the Hague (The Netherlands) 
o Ulrika Modéer, UN Assistant Secretary General, UNDP Assistant Administrator 

and Director of the Bureau of External Relations and Advocacy 
o Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director of the United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 
 

 

 PANEL 1: LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES AND GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING – 
8.30-9.15 
Moderated by: Lara Blanco, Deputy Director, Sustainable Development Unit, Executive 
Office of the Secretary General 

o Aisen Nikolayev, Head of Sakha Republic (Russia) 
o Rev M’pho Moruakgomo, Chairperson of the Commonwealth Local Government 

Forum 

o Thembisile Nkadimeng, Mayor of Polokwane, President of SALGA (South Africa) 
o Carolina Cosse, Mayor of Montevideo (Uruguay) 
o Jorge Muñoz Wells, Mayor of Lima (Peru) 
o Bjørn Arild Gram, Head of the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional 

Authorities (Norway) 
o Rosa Pavanelli, Secretary General, PSI 

 
PAUSE – 9.15 – 9.30  

 
 PANEL 2: REDUCING INEQUALITIES AND FOSTERING SOCIAL INCLUSION AND 

PROSPERITY –  9:30-10.15  
Moderated by: Greg Munro, Director, Cities Alliance 

o Carola Gunnarsson, Mayor of Sala (Sweden) 
o Johnny Araya, Mayor of San Jose (Costa Rica) 



                                                                                                                                            

 

o Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor of Kitchener (Canada) 
o Magnus Berntsson, Regional Minister of the Environment and Vice-President of 

the Regional Council of Västra Götaland (Sweden) 
o Abigail Binay, Mayor of Makati (Philippines) 
o König Jerlmyr, Mayor of Stockholm (Sweden) 
o Daniel Gómez, Deputy Director of National Planning Department, Colombia 
o Mabel Bianco, Co-chair, MGoS CM 

 
 WRAP UP DAY 1 – 10.15-10:30 

 
 

DAY 2 
 

 OPENING DAY 2 – 8.00-8:15   
 

 PANEL 3: ACHIEVING PLANETARY, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCE  – 8.15-
9.00 
Moderated by: Lotta Tahtinen, Chief, Outreach and Partnership Branch, Division for 
Sustainable Development Goals, UN DESA 

o Yousef Shawarbeh, Mayor of Amman (Jordan) 
o Philipp Rode, Executive Director, LSE Cities  
o Miguel Ángel Lunghi, Mayor of Tandil (Argentina) 
o Tunç Soyer, Mayor of Izmir (Turkey) 
o Dato' Haji Zamani Ahmad Bin Mansor, Mayor of Shah Alam (Malaysia) 
o Heba Moghaieb, Head of the Regional Planning Sector at the Ministry, Egypt 
o Yuriko Koike, Governor of Tokyo (Japan) (video message) 

 
PAUSE 9.00 – 9.15  

 
 PANEL 4: MULTILEVEL GOVERNANCE AND PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOALS –  

9:15-10.00  
Moderated by: Shipra Narang Suri, Chief Urban Practices Branch, UN-Habitat 

o Abdessamad Sekkal, President of the Rabat-Salé-Kénitra Regional Council 
(Morocco) 

o Frank Cownie, Mayor of Des Moines (USA) 
o María Chivite Navascués, President of the Government of Navarra (Spain) 
o Fernando Quiroga, General Director of International Relations of the National 

Council for the Coordination of Social Policies, Argentina 
o Edgar Pieterse, Director, African Centre for Cities 

 CLOSING CEREMONY – 10.00-10:30 
o Maria Francesca Spatolisano, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic and 

Social Affairs Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) 

 
 


