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Background

The United Nations High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development
will be held from 6 - 15 July 2021, under the theme “Sustainable and resilient recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for
the achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade action and delivery
for sustainable development.” For the fourth year, a series of Voluntary National
Review (VNR) Labs are being convened on the margins of the HLPF. The VNR Labs
will provide an informal platform for experience sharing and reflection on the VNR
process.

As Member States focus not only on responding to the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic but also on accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda as part of
the Decade of action and delivery, multi-stakeholder engagement and durable
partnerships with diverse stakeholders will be key to realizing progress on the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ensuring that no one is left behind.
Governments at all levels, citizens, parliaments, academia, civil society, the private
sector, trade unions, youth and others can accelerate transformative actions through
individual and collaborative efforts on sustainable development.

The process for the development and presentation of Voluntary National Reviews
(VNRs) has been a key opportunity for setting up, strengthening and generating
innovative approaches for meaningful stakeholder engagement in support of the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs. As this year’s HLPF will focus on exploring various aspects of
the response to the pandemic, and best types of international cooperation to place the
SDGs at the centre of the recovery from COVID-19, a forward-looking approach for
meaningful stakeholder engagement is needed, including on the need for more
investment, creativity, research and long-term approaches.
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The need for qualitative stakeholder engagement, strong awareness-raising, research
in capacity building and of adding the voices of most vulnerable groups to
implementation and follow-up processes is critical for a resilient and inclusive
recovery.

The VNR Lab will provide a space for dialogue and exchange between VNR countries
and stakeholders to share challenges, good practices and lessons learned as well as
report trends and exchange experiences to reach open, inclusive, transparent, well-
informed, and iterative multi-stakeholder engagement for the 2030 Agenda.

This VNR Lab is organized by UNDESA, through its Division for Sustainable
Development Goals (UNDESA/DSDG) and Partners for Review (P4R), a global
network on SDG follow-up and review funded by the German Government and
implemented by GIZ.

Objectives

To promote an open conversation and exchange between Member States,
stakeholders and partners on experiences and lessons learned on the engagement of
stakeholders from different sectors in the preparation of Voluntary National Reviews
and supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, especially considering the
impacts and adjustments needed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The VNR Lab will identify challenges and opportunities and will discuss
recommendations to strengthen and facilitate meaningful engagement of stakeholders
that can lead towards and contribute to continuous and structured processes through
all points of the SDG policy cycle.

Format and outcomes

This event will be held virtually and will be open to all interested stakeholders. The
event will consist of a panel followed by an interactive discussion. Access to the virtual
event will be provided to pre-registered participants. The event will be recorded, and
the recording will be shared on the official 2021 HLPF VNR Labs website.

A summary of the event will be prepared and posted online.

How to participate

Interested stakeholders should register online here by 12 July 2021. All interested can
register to attend but space is limited.



