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Strengthening VNR/VLR Reporting 

through Digital Platforms: The case of  

the ECA Integrated Planning and 

Reporting Tool



• VNRs/VLRs are intended to track progress in implementing the 2030 
Agenda, including the SDGs and targets, in all countries, in a manner that 
respects their universal and integrated nature and all dimensions of 
sustainable development

• The VNR handbook calls on countries to align with the SDGs in the 
following areas:

• National vision

• National and sub-national Development Plans

• Financing frameworks

• Sectoral policies

Voluntary National/Local Review



• The relevance of tracking is enhanced if it provides insights into the 
underlying reasons for good or poor performance

• The strength of alignment of NDPs to the SDGs and annual budgets is an 
important predictor of SDG performance

• ECA developed a digital planning Tool called the Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Tool to support transparent reporting and alignment of NDPs to 
the SDGs and the budget. 

• It is therefore a vital input into tor VNR and VLR process.

Voluntary National/Local Review



➢ Horizontal alignment:   
• Maps Agenda 2030 with Agenda 2063 to identify synergies and areas of divergence;
• Mapping is done at goal, target and indicator levels;

➢ Vertical alignment of Agendas 2030 and 2063 to NDP and national financing 
frameworks: 
• Assessment of the degree of alignment at goal, target and indicator level
• Maps financing frameworks to development priorities;
• Diagnostic of the results framework

➢ Performance tracking of development results and financial indicators: 
• Tracks performance of NDPs and assesses gaps between actual performance and targets; 
• Tracks budget commitments against national development targets;

➢Automated reporting on development results and financial indicators: 
• Generates reports on the alignment of both agendas into NDPs;
• Generates reports on NDP indicator performance against targets. 
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IPRT supports integrated VNR/VLR tracking and 
reporting 



Agenda 
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2030 
Agenda
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Countries are tasked with aligning their NDPs to 
multiple agendas. 

SDG tracking is linked to tracking of other Agendas



SDGs are aligned to A2063 and DPoA 

SDGs vs. Agenda 2063

Total: 80.65%
Goals = 80% Targets = 84.2% Indicators = 73.93%

SDGs vs. DPoA

Total: 84.37%
Goals = 91.67% Targets = 67.34% Indicators = 0%



Horizontal alignment heatmap: SDGs vs A2063



This NDP 
is more 
aligned to 
the SDGs 
than 
A2063



An integrated approach to implementation   |     UNECA.ORG

Why an IPRT?

An integrated approach to implementing the SDGs  | A2063 | NDPs     IPRT.UNEA.ORG

The IPRT reveals gaps in the Results Framework



No Country SDG Alignment Agenda 2063 Alignment

1 Botswana 72.51% 70.03%

2 Burkina Faso 69.9% 74.52%

3 Ethiopia 78.38% 53.79%

4 Ghana 76.99% 69.45%

5 Lesotho 77.24% 71.83%

6 Malawi 81.62% 73.6%

7 Seychelles 62.68% 53.68%

8 Sierra Leone 54.53% 56.03%

9 Uganda (NDP II) 64.52% 41.77%

10 Uganda (NDP III) 83.41% 77.57%

11 Zambia 83.9% 83.98%

12 SADC 56.15% 49.38%

13 DRC 48.88% 49.40%

Countries are more aligned with Agenda 2063 than Agenda 2030



INFF Financing Dashboard 



The Financial Alignment Dashboard links financial programs to the SDGs and the NDP 



IPRT performance tracking module



Progress Assessment 



Concluding remarks

• Reporting on Voluntary National/Local Reviews can be
strengthened by deploying the IPRT because SDG achievement
hinges on the extent to which the SDG programmes are:

• prioritized in NDPs

• financed including through annual budgets .

• The IPRT provides information on the extent to which:
• countries prioritize the SDGs in their national and subnational plan

• prioritized SDGs are funded through financing frameworks including the
annual budget

• The IPRT also tracks and reports on the performance of SDG-
aligned indicators in the national plan.

• The reports generated facilitated integrated VNR/VLR reporting
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THANK YOU



Continental level analysis 



• Diagnostic of 
NDP Results 
Framework;

• M&E and 
reporting.

• Financing 
Dashboard

• Budget linked 
to NDP and 
SDG targets.

• Maps NDPs to 
SDGs/Agenda 
2063 at Goal, 
target and 
indicator levels

• Maps SDGs to 
Agenda 2063  

Horizontal 
alignment

Vertical 
alignment

M&E 
reporting 

NDP aligned 
to National 
Financing 

Frameworks
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IPRT features/capabilities 



IPRT and Integrated Financing Frameworks

•Develop financial policies

• Link funds to dev 
priorities/SDGs

• Monitor for 
results

• Promote 
accountability 
and efficiency in 
resource 
utilization

• Financing needs

•Map financing landscape

•Risk assessment

•Binding institutional 
constraints

• Coordinate

• Strengthen 
institutions

Governance 
and 

Coordination

Assess and 
diagnose 
financing 
situation

Develop a 
financing 
Strategy

Monitor and 
review the 

strategy

IPRT-
Financial 
alignment 

IPRT Financial 
Tracking 
System 

IPRT 
Financing 

dashboard



INFF



ECA
The IPRT in comparative perspective        

Attributes IPRT Rapid Integrated 

Assessment (RIA) 

Mainstreaming, Acceleration, 

and Policy Support (MAPS)

Performance tracking? Yes No No

Integrates A2030? Yes Yes Yes

Integrates A2063? Yes No No

Intelligent Dashboards/Data 

Visualization?

Yes No No

Generates reports? Yes No No

Diagnostic evaluation of NDP 

Results Framework?

Yes No No



INFF Alignment with NDP


	Slide 1:  Strengthening VNR/VLR Reporting through Digital Platforms: The case of the ECA Integrated Planning and Reporting Tool 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4:  IPRT supports integrated VNR/VLR tracking and reporting  
	Slide 5: SDG tracking is linked to tracking of other Agendas
	Slide 6: SDGs are aligned to A2063 and DPoA 
	Slide 7: Horizontal alignment heatmap: SDGs vs A2063
	Slide 8: This NDP is more aligned to the SDGs than A2063
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: INFF Financing Dashboard 
	Slide 12: The Financial Alignment Dashboard links financial programs to the SDGs and the NDP 
	Slide 13: IPRT performance tracking module
	Slide 14: Progress Assessment 
	Slide 15:  Concluding remarks
	Slide 16: THANK YOU
	Slide 17: Continental level analysis 
	Slide 18:  IPRT features/capabilities  
	Slide 19: IPRT and Integrated Financing Frameworks
	Slide 20: INFF
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: INFF Alignment with NDP

