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GOVID-19-pandemic

Executive Summary

This paper presents some key findings from a survey addressing the current and future
impacts of COVID-19 on stakeholder engagement and partnerships for implementation,
follow up and review of the SDGs. The main report - which assesses data at a global level -
is available here and an Executive Summary highlighting key themes and findings can be
found here.

This additional summary presents a snapshot of the data from 78 stakeholders across Asia
and the Pacific who responded to the survey, providing insights from across the region on
four key findings in the report. The largest single group of respondents to the survey were
from civil society organisations and NGOs but a wide range of stakeholders, including the
private sector, academia, national, regional and local governments, also
responded.!

The survey was commissioned by UN DESA and supported through a grant from the
European Commission. This regional summary for the Asia/Pacific region has been
developed in partnership between UN DESA and a research team from the UK GCRF Living
Deltas Hub, with financial support from the Hub and Newcastle University. 2


https://sdgs.un.org/publications/impacts-covid-19-stakeholder-engagement-sdgs-32589
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/Executive%20Summary_%20Report%20COVID19%20Engagement%20Survey.pdf

Key Messages

(1 ) Stakeholders are making
important and diverse
contributions, and creating new
partnerships, to advance the
SDGs in the Asia/Pacific region
in the context of the pandemic.

Figure 1

What kinds of contributions has your organization made to
implementing the SDGs in the context of the COVID-19 crisis? (n=75)

Provided knowledge and expertise

Provided financial resources

Supported the engagement of vulnerable and
marginalised groups

]
]
I
Facilitated access to particular local populations _
Facilitated the delivery of services _
~kind support, including food or other resources _
Organizing advocacy and mobilization activites _
Other

None of the above

o 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
Percentage of respondents

0

X




Stakeholders were also asked who they have partnered with in implementation of the SDGs
during the pandemic. Figure 2 demonstrates that NGOs and civil society organisations are
identified as prime partners by most respondents (67% of 49 respondents) reflecting the same
pattern as the global results. The results for other sectors are more even: UN entities (37%)
academic or scientific institutions (37%), Government at both national (35%) and local/regional
(28%) levels, and private sector (29%) are all identified as prominent partners.

Figure 2
What kinds of organizations/entities have you formed partnerships with to
implement the SDGs in the context of the COVID-19 crisis? (n=49)
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(2) COVID-19 has posed
severe challenges for
stakeholder organisations in
the Asia/Pacific region

Figure 3 To what extent have the following issues become more challenging for your organization's
activities around the SDGs in the context of COVID-19? (n=65-67)

Safe and free advocacy and organization
Mobilizing funds to support SDG-related activities

Maintain or hire staff to deliver on SDG projects
m No / little impact

Maintaining/creating partnerships
m Signifcantly more

Ensuring the participation of marginalized groups (e.g. challenging
eler S e e g disabiliﬁes' mfugees’ _
migrants, etc.) m Severely more challel
Engaging v govemment _
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100

mDon't know / unsure

Engage with United Nations processes related to SDGs
(e.g. High Level Political Forum, Regional Forums, etc)

Capacity to engage with SDGs

Access to data

%
Percentage of respondents 3




(3) COVID-19 threatens
progress on SDGs for vulnerable
and marginalised groups across
the Asia/Pacific region.

Figure 4 In your experience, to what extent has COVID-19 impacted on progress

towards the SDGs for the following marginalized and/or vulnerable
segments of society? n=59-62
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(4) Vulnerable and

marginalised groups across the
Asia Pacific risk being ‘left
behind' by efforts at
engagement in the context of
COVID-19.

Figure 5 In your experience, how has COVID-19 affected the participation of the
following groups in SDG implementation and review? n=61-65
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In terms of organisations, however, there are some perceived by respondents to have increased
participation in the context of the pandemic, including non-governmental organisations (58%),
local and regional government (49%), and the academic and scientific community (48%). In
these cases, the proportion of respondents seeing a positive impact clearly outweighs the
proportion seeing a negative impact. In the case of workers and trade unions, and business and
industry, the picture is very mixed. As with the global survey, the move to remote and digital
forms of engagement and working practices is one possible explanation for the positive impact
on the engagement of certain kinds of organisations.

Therefore, while the COVID-19 pandemic has had a mixed impact on organisations, all
disadvantaged groups have been identified as negatively affected.

That some groups are perceived as ‘left behind' in both progress and participation reinforces
the need for meaningful and inclusive approaches to stakeholder engagement. However,
countries’ efforts at the most meaningful and inclusive kinds of engagement are perceived as
most under threat from the effects of the pandemic — reflecting a similar pattern at global level.
The answers to other questions asked in the survey (addressing 18 practices of engagement
around implementation and review) provide evidence for this.

In general, Asia/Pacific stakeholders see the greatest current and potential impacts of
COVID-19 as falling on efforts at inclusivity — for example, making resources available to
overcome barriers to participation in implementation (78% of 61 respondents perceiving
‘severe’ or 'significant’ impacts here); including 'left behind groups' in review processes (70% of
respondents) - and on especially meaningful engagement, such as the inclusion of
stakeholders in policymaking processes (77% of respondents).



1Stakeholder responses were from these countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Japan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tuvalu,
Viet Nam.

2Thjs report was developed by Dr Anh Vu and Dr Jack O'Connor from the Living Deltas Hub. Dr Graham Long

(graham.long@ncl.ac.uk) and Dr Emily Clough are the overall project leads for this work.
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